PARISH COUNCIL NOTES

From the meeting held 25th June 2009 in the Village Hall

 Public statement/question time

Two members of the public attended.   Matters raised included:  

Roads:  the very poor state of Common Road the village side of BKG;  no repairs yet done on Romsey Road from the village boundary up to Cowesfield;  fears that Wiltshire Council in Trowbridge will neglect Whiteparish and other villages far from Trowbridge.   The new Wiltshire Council members replied:  the first meeting of the Southern Wiltshire Area Board is set for 23rd July when these matters can be raised.   The Area Boards have a lot of authority and, although the budget is set for this year, new major works will be considered for a year hence.   It was agreed that Common Road needs major works.  Highways problems exist throughout Wiltshire;  the first issue is the repair of potholes and to find out why the repairs don’t last.   There is £1M set aside for emergency patches.   Keep on reporting potholes!

New Community Building:  Another matter raised was concerns over the delay in the proposed new joint sports pavilion/village hall.   Dave Boakes replied that they had been 7 months trying to get planning permission and there had been lots of problems.   He stated that about £k15 had been spent so far on the architects’ fees (rather than £k50 as rumoured).   England & Wales Cricket Board are sending a representative to look at the best use of the Memorial Ground to accommodate both the cricket pitch and the proposed new building.

Newton Lane Closure:  Concerns that Newton Lane is being closed for 15 weeks.   It was asked if it could be opened at weekends and other times when no work is proceeding.   The PC agreed to query this with Wiltshire Council.

Matters Arising from the last meeting

Information received from the Safety Camera Unit that the speeding problem identified several years ago was linked to the A36 road closure which resulted in more traffic using the A27.   Since then, the Unit had reduced in size and has to concentrate on ‘community concern sites’ where there is also sufficient traffic using the road to justify camera enforcement.   The Police think it is highly unlikely that Whiteparish would meet the Safety Camera criteria even if a further survey was carried out. 

Proposed new community building

Dave Boakes reported that the bat and newt surveys would soon be completed and it was hoped to reactivate the two planning applications (one for the new building and the other to re-develop the old village hall site) soon.

PC Communication with the public

A meeting of the “Communications with the public” working group had been held two weeks previously.   Good progress has been made and David Hawker is to provide a proposal and costs for a Discussion Board on the village website for the next PC meeting.   The various groups in the village to be consulted as to their requirements and then a survey carried out for the general public needs.

Name for Affordable Houses Project

Information has been received from the Wiltshire Rural Housing Association that Wiltshire Council has approved the name of the development which will be 1 – 7 Witchell Way, Whiteparish, Salisbury, SP5 2DJ.   Everything is progressing well and is on track for completion on 11th December 2009.   They will begin advertising in August.

Tricky’s Paddock planning applications

The date for the appeal hearing on the application (S/2008/708) for a gypsy mobile home on Tricky’s Paddock has been set for 26th August 2009.  The public may attend but if you wish to speak, you must make sure to register your intention with the administrative officer/secretary at the start of the enquiry.   Material planning considerations only will be considered.   A representative from the Parish Council will be attending.  

Recently another planning application has been received by the Parish Council for the same gypsy mobile home on Tricky’s Paddock (S/2009/892).   This is at present being considered by the PC planning committee.

Next Meeting

Villagers are welcome to attend the next meeting which will be at 7.30 pm on Thursday, 6th August 2009 in the village hall when they will be able to speak at the discretion of the Chairman.   Please inform the Clerk or any councillor if you are unable to attend and wish to raise any village matter.
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